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MARI’S STORY
Rumbles and Roars
A cool rain fell on the Daisy Flower Garden.  The flower friends giggled as rain danced on their petals.
“This is almost as much fun as an elephant’s shower,” Mari, the marigold said with a laugh.  “An elephant’s shower is the biggest shower I’ve ever seen!”
Soon Mari was telling about her trip to Africa.  There, she watched elephants bathe their babies.  First, the baby elephants held tight to their mother’s tails.  Then they marched in a big line to the watering hole.  What a parade!  

Soon the mothers were slurping up water with their long TRUNKS.  When their trunks were full . . . splash!  They sprayed cool water all over their babies.  Over and over, the big elephants sprayed their babies.  They sprayed until the babies were squeaky clean.
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“Then the babies began to squirt each other,” said Mari.
“They were playing!” Vi shouted.  “They can play and get clean at the same time, just like us.  Playing and keeping clean always makes me feel really good!”

Mari remembered one baby elephant which was the smallest of all.   When this little elephant tried to spray water from her trunk, nothing came out!  The little elephant dipped her trunk into the water again and again.  Finally, only a tiny trickle of water spilled out.

“Did she give up?” asked Tula.

“No,” said Mari.  “She kept trying!”

Soon the mother elephants lifted their trunks into the air.  They made a loud sound, just like a trumpet!  Bath time was over!  The babies climbed out of the water.  Each one found its mother’s tail.  All except the one small elephant.  Her mother called again for the baby to come out of the water.  

And just then, a big spray of water splashed over all the mother elephants and the little elephants, too.  When they looked around, they saw the smallest elephant shake the last drops of water from her trunk.  Then she marched proudly out of the watering hole.  She had finally learned to spray!

“Her spray even hit my petals!” Mari said.

As the elephants marched home, they lifted their trunks high and trumpeted loudly.  The little elephant lifted her trunk, too.  She made a soft “Toot, toot” sound.  “That really made me smile,” Mari said.
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Elephants and Me!
Elephants use their trunk to smell.  I use my _________________ .

Elephants use their trunk to wash.  I use my  _________________ .

Elephants can run, climb, and swim.  But elephants cannot jump.

What do you do well? ___________________________________ 
Mari told the flower friends how she saw other big animals in Africa, too.  She saw a giraffe stretch its long neck to reach high into the trees to munch on leaves.  “Just then, two parrots flew out of the trees and I heard a might roar,” Mari said.
“Was it a lion?” asked Vi.

“No,” said Mari.  “It was one of the parrots!  She was roaring, just like the lions.  Parrots copy what they hear.  And guess what?  She had a bright red tail, brighter than our friend Robin.”

“Did someone say red?  Cheer-i-up, cheer-i-o!” sang Robin.  She was busy on the ground, collecting twigs and leaves. “I’m making my nest cozy.  “We’ll soon have baby robins in our flower garden.”

“What exciting news!” said Tula.  “Maybe we can help build your nest!”  And with that, the flower friends began to search for twigs and leaves, too.
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Big Cat Facts
Cheetahs belong to the same family 

as house cats, but they can move 

as fast as a fast-moving car!


Daisy and Her Animal Friends

 Juliette “Daisy” Gordon Low started Girl Scouts.  Daisy loved animals of every kind.  “An animal can be a best friend in life,” she said.  One of her favorite pets was a parrot named Polly Poons.

What would you name a parrot? ___________________

ANIMALS ARE LIKE PEOPLE
Just after Irene Pepperberg turned 4, she was given a baby parakeet.  She started talking to the parakeet right away.

When Irene grew up, she began to study how parrots think, talk, and learn.  She studied an African Grey parrot named Alex.  Alex became her dear friend.

Alex learned to speak and count and he learned shapes and colors.  If Alex misbehaved, he would say, “I’m sorry.”  When he was hungry, he would say, “Wanna nut” or “Wanna banana.”

Alex taught Irene how much animals are like people.  Irene’s book, Alex and Me, shares many stories so that others can learn how much animals are like people, too.

“Through my work with Alex, I learned to have patience,” Irene says.  “I also learned to look at humans as a part of nature.”  




































































WORDS for the WISE


There are many kinds of TRUNKS!  The strong, bark-covered base of a tree is a trunk.  The trunk of a car is like a closet.  Some big suitcases are called trunks.  The most amazing trunk of all may be the elephant’s long nose.











