Between EARTH and SKY
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MAINE AND THE MANY 
WAYS LIFE CAN BE
Just before dawn, fireflies Lucy and Ace were snug in their headlight hammocks.  Their bright light let the flowers see far ahead on the road.
As the sun rose in the sky, the fireflies dozed.  A golden light spread over the land.

The flowers could soon see tall, green trees, granite rock, and a sign that read:

MAINE – THE WAY LIFE SHOULD BE.
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 “ ‘The way life should be,’ What does that mean?” Zinna asked.  “Life isn’t just one way!”
“No, it isn’t,” agreed Lupe.  “That sign is just a way of saying Maine is special.  Every place is special in its own way.”
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Soon the flowers reached the Morning Glory Inn.  Gloria, the morning glory, ran out to greet her friends.  “Lupe!  Zinni!  Clover!  You’re just in time for breakfast,” she called.  Platters of blueberry pancakes were balanced on her leaves.
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“Eat up!” Lupe said, as the flowers settled into the Morning Glory Inn’s garden.  “I want you all to be petal perfect today.  I’m taking you to one of my favorite places in Maine.”

[image: image5.bmp]“And what place is that?” asked Zinni.

“Wait and see,” Lupe said with a wink.

By noon, the flower friends were fresh and full of energy.  They drove off in Lupe’s petal-power car.  Soon they came to a fork in the road.  They saw three signs.  One pointed right; it read,” Jasper Beach, ½ mile.”

As soon as the flowers could see the beach, Clover gasped.  “There’s no sand!” she cried.  “Just stones!  I’ve never seen so many stones.  Look at all the colors!  This is awesome!”
“Look down here,” called Zinni.  She was already at the water’s edge.  As waves washed over the pebbles, they sparkled like jewels.

The flowers couldn’t get enough of all the shiny color below them and the clear blue water all around.  “Looking at all these stones is so much fun,” said Clover.

“This is about as much color and shape as I’ve ever seen,” said Zinni.  “I’m going to remember this place forever!”

It was almost time for the Lupine Festival.  The flowers hopped into Lupe’s car and drove off to the party.  When they arrived, lupines were everywhere.  They were all talking at once.

“Yellow Lupine was SO bad!” a purple lupine said.  “She was such trouble!”
“Yes,” agreed a pink lupine.  “People had to come help us.  I heard they pulled Yellow Lupine out of the sand dunes by hand!”

Clover turned to Lupe.  “Now I’m worried about my cousin in Alaska,” she said.  “Is she being pulled from the ground by people, too?”

“That depends,” said Lupe.  “One garden’s flower is another garden’s misbehaving weed.”
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SEEDS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . and WEEDS


Clearing Plants and Saving Salamanders
Sohini Bandy lives in Austin, Texas.  A big stream there called Spicewood Tributary had too many vinca plants growing by it.  That wasn’t good for the Jollyville Plateau Salamanders that lived there.  The vinca plants were low, like a mat, so they couldn’t stop city pollution from flowing into the stream.  This made the stream an unhappy place for the salamanders to live.
Sohini made a booklet to teach how to help.  Thirty-four people, including girls who live near the stream, pulled out the vinca.  Then they put in taller plants that would keep the pollution out and create a better home for the salamanders.  Some of the plants had fun names like beautyberry, eastern gama grass, and obedient plant.

Sohini called her project the Clean Creek Challenge.  It earned her a Girl Scout Gold Award.
Where do you see plants growing where they shouldn’t?  Draw them!

The Art of Tossing Seeds
Kathryn Miller grew up in Brazil, by a beach.

“We had chickens and rabbits,” says Kathryn, who was a Girl Scout.  But slowly her neighborhood changed.  Big buildings took the place of houses.  The waters where Kathryn fished filled with gunk and plastic bags.

In college, Kathryn studied science to understand the changes around her.  By then she was living in the United States.  In California, she learned to make art from soil.  

“I made these little black birds out of soil and I put them out on this big lawn,” Kathryn says.  She wanted the birds to break apart in the rain and mix into the ground.

Then she learned about the plants that grew in the area.  She put their seeds inside her birds and then put the birds into empty lots.  She also gave away some birds.  People loved getting them.

The best thing about making seed birds, Kathryn says, “is that it gets people outside looking at stuff and finding places that need vegetation.”


Lupine Festival








 Maine’s coastline is curvy and jagged.  That makes it very long.  From one end to the other is longer than from the East Coast of the United States to the West Coast!





Does your state or country have any water around it?  Are its borders straight or curvy?  Can you find out how long they are?


____________________________________________________________











Jasper Beach























MAINE


FAVORITE PLACES


Lupe likes Maine in the summertime.  Do you remember why?


___________________________


Name your favorite place.


___________________________


Do any flowers or foods grow there?


___________________________





________________________________








Stone Light, Stone Bright!


How Does My Stone Shine Tonight?


Find a favorite stone.  What color is it? ______________________________





Put it in some water.  How does the water change its color? _______________





_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

















The berries in Gloria’s pancakes are wild Maine blueberries.  They grow on mountains and on flat land called blueberry barrens.





What fruits grow near your home?











Flashes in the Night


Most fireflies sleep during the day and are awake at night.  They flash their light to talk to one another.





How do you use light in your life?





________________________________________





________________________________________

















Weeds are plants that grow where they’re not wanted.  They can be beautiful, but they can out grow important plants.  The best-known week is the dandelion.  It belongs to the daisy family, the largest flower family in the world.





Where have you seen dandelions?





Have you ever blown or kicked dandelion seeds?  Where did they land?








Morning Glory Inn





Seeds are baby plants just waiting to grow.  They can be blown by the wind or carried by animals or water.  They can stick to clothes and shoes, too.  These are the ways seeds travel far from home.





How many seeds do you see floating on pages 34 and 35 of your book?


What seeds do you see where you live?


Are any of them from far away?


Ask and explore!  Share what you learn!











WORDS for the WISE


A FORK is a tool with which you eat.  A fork is, also, a split in a road or trail.  When you reach a fork, you decide which way to go!








WORDS for the WISE


VEGETATION means all the plants that grow in a place.  Where do you see vegetation?














